Personal Narrative Writing Unit



First Grade

September 20 - October 26, 2012

By: Elizabeth Bellhorn

(Student Teacher)

Standards

Common Core ELA Standard: W.3 – Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.

Common Core ELA Standard: W.5 - With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

Objectives
Students will be able to understand the concept of details and be able to incorporate details into their writing.

Students will be able to create a piece of writing based on a topic of their choice.

Students will be able to use a narrative graphic organizer to create a personal narrative.

Students will be able to write a beginning sentence which includes the topic for their writing.

Students will be able to recount the events of a particular topic 

Students will be able to put details in sequential order including temporal words.

Students will be able to write a closing sentence which includes their feelings regarding the overall event.

Students will be able to create a picture which aligns with their writing.

Students’ Progress
Students were assessed using the same 25 point rubric for both the pre- and post-assessment.

Students’ scores on the pre-assessment ranged from 16-25 points.

Students’ scores on the post-assessment ranged from 20-25 points.

Students’ average growth was 1.51 points.

See grid and pie chart for more specific pre- and post-assessment data comparisons.

Resources
· Writing Kit

· Narrative Writing Graphic Organizer

· Personal Narrative Writing Rubric (self-created)

· Personal Narrative Writing Student Checklist (self-created)

· Personal Narrative cue cards (self-created)

· “Non-Negotiables” checklist

· Writing Paper

· Organization song (part of the first grade trait crate)
· Mixed-Up Story (part of the first grade trait crate)
· “I Can Write About Myself” topic list (student-generated)

Personal Narrative Lesson Plan

Grade: First

Area of Study: Writing

Date: 10/26/12

Time: approximately 30 minutes

Environment: at the rug (“beach”) and at students’ seats

Common Core Standards:
W.3 – Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.

W.5 – With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.
Objective(s):

To use what they already know about personal narrative writing to create a good piece of writing about their first day of first grade.

Materials/Resources:
Graphic organizer

Writing paper

Pencil

Crayons

Prior Knowledge:
Most students already demonstrate their knowledge of writing a personal narrative through their writing over the past month.  Many also have a basic understanding of the concepts of beginning, middle, ending, topic, and details.

Students have been provided with a rubric which shows their goals for the piece of writing.

Anticipatory Set:
whole-group (at the “beach”)

State the class objective: “We will finish our great piece of writing by editing and publishing our writing.”

· I will remind students of the things they should be looking for in their writing when editing.

· I will show students their rubric.

· I will show the order of steps (editing, drawing a picture, and then sharing)

Development:

independent

· Students will work independently to reread their writing, make any corrections, or add any details.

· Students will add a picture that matches their writing.

Conclusion:

small-group

When students complete their writing, they will share with a partner and/or in the author’s chair.

I Can Write About Myself!!

These are some ideas of things I can write about:

· A time I went to a birthday party

· A holiday I celebrated

· A sports game I went to

· My day at school

· My day at home

· A time I went to the zoo

· A time I went fishing

· A time I went on vacation

· A time with my family

· A time with my pet

· A time I played a game

· A time I went to the movies

· A time I went to a restaurant

· A time I played with my friends

My Personal Narrative
Name ________________________________

My Organizer

Did I include a topic?

Did I include at least 2 details?


Yes

Yes

My Writing

Did I write about something that happened to me?

Did I write about my topic?

Did I include 2 details from my organizer?

Did I draw a detailed picture?


Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Personal Narrative Writing Rubric
Name ____________________________

Date _________________

	Objective
	Points Possible
	Points

Given

	Student’s graphic organizer includes the topic.
	2
	

	Student’s graphic organizer includes at least 2 details.
	4
	

	Student exhibited an understanding of how to complete the graphic organizer.
	4
	

	Student writes a story about him/herself.
	5
	

	Student’s writing centers around the topic provided.
	3
	

	Student includes at least 2 details from the organizer in his/her writing.
	4
	

	A detailed picture accompanies the writing.
	3
	


Total Points _______/25
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(Same pre- and post-assessment rubric out of 25 points)
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Students’ average growth was 1.5 points.

